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EPA in the area of lead safe practices.  In this matter, the existing paint on  residence may 
have been from an era when lead paint was still used on the exterior of homes. The project was 
completed on , 2012.   paid for the project in full which totaled in $3070.00 
and included a down payment of $925.00.  
 
After the job was completed,  noticed that there were numerous paint chips left behind, 
indicating the clean-up procedures by Blue Door Painters Inc., were not consistent with the lead 
safe practices, required by the Renovation, Repair, and Painting Rule.  consulted with 
colleagues for how should address the issue, and ultimately filed a formal complaint with the 
EPA’s “Report a Violation” or “RAV” system, which is an environmental compliance hotline.  
 
As a result of  complaint, an environmental compliance investigation ensued and found 
that Blue Door Painters Inc. was in violation.  Blue Door Painters Inc, was fined $123,000 for 
regulatory violations. However, through a settlement process involving legal representation for 
both Blue Door Painters Inc., as well as the EPA, Blue Door Painters Inc. ultimately paid a 
reduced fine of approximately $18,000. 
 
On June 30, 2015, Blue Door Painters Inc., registered a compliant with the OIG, EPA, alleging 
that  may have used  position of authority at the EPA for personal gain involving a 
painting project at  private residence.       
 
INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS: 
 
The EPA, OIG’s investigative findings were such that: 
 
There were numerous paint chips left behind by Blue Door Painter Inc. at  private 
residence after the completion of the repainting job, in violation of the Renovation, Repair, and 
Painting Rule. EPA policy and procedure was adhered to during the ensuing environmental 
compliance investigation. During the subsequent OIG investigation, agents questioned the 
practice of pulling documents related to other projects as well as pulling documents regarding the 
job at  residence. Agents found this practice to be consistent with environmental 
compliance investigative procedure. 
 
Additionally, agents investigated the alleged excessive fine that was initially levied against Blue 
Door Painters Inc of $123,000. The investigation determined the fine against Blue Door Painters 
Inc. was consistent with fines levied against other companies found to be in similar violations of 
the Renovation, Repair, and Painting Rule. The investigation was provided with a press release 
that detailed numerous companies in similar violation as Blue Door Painters Inc., with similar 
fines.  Specifically, seven companies each paid total fines, in excess of $25,000, six companies, 
including Blue Door Painters Inc., paid total fines in the $18,000 - $22,000 range, with another 
six companies paying total fines in the $10,000 - $17,000 range. The investigation revealed the 
fines levied against companies found to be in violation of an environmental regulation are drawn 
from a standardized table of penalties, known as the “Penalty Table Regarding Nationally 
Significant Issues.”  
 






